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The bunker’s captives

When my sister and I went to live in that old and crappy house, we had a
creepy feeling of insecurity that we almost stepped back from living in
that place if it were not for Al-Hajjah Amina. She heartily welcomed us
with a kind face. She made us feel comforted and made up for the loss of
our parents. She was simple and kind. She met us wearing a long white
prayer robe.

In fact, the meeting with Al-Hajjah made up our minds from leaving into
staying, and we decided to take one of the apartments next to her. The
entire house was made up of three apartments. Al-Hajjah Amina lived
alone in one of them after her husband passed away. A man in his fifties
lived solely in the second one. My sister and I took the third one as our
peaceful home. We agreed to live next to Al-Hajjah maybe because we
felt like she needed us. or maybe we felt like we also needed her.

Once we got into the apartment, we found it very old with peeled walls
and a high ceiling, but it was decent. When my sister Nahla and I entered
it, we knew it only needed some artistic touches to turn into an inhabitable
secure place. The entire house seemed like one entity and looked like it
used to be one family’s home, but Al-Hajjah’s husband bought it. After
his death, for they were not blessed with children, she decided to rent the
other two apartments.

Al-Hajjah’s apartment did not differ a lot from her personality. It was a
simple and luminous place as if it were a mosque. It had a simple couch
with white covers in the forepart of the apartment and chairs of varied
sizes with similar covers. When we sat in her house to write the contract
-and after she offered us some homemade hibiscus-, she told us that the
house was good with all the safety essentials and an old bunker for the
residents to use in emergency cases like fire or so.
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Science and Industry

The origin of the industry is converting matenals from ome form o another, more
valid 1o the parpode of the human life. The first form is raw materials, the form
resulting from the comversion 8 goods or manufacturers. The process of
converaion ususally requires the use of machines and the we of 3 moving force. It
also requires a prion knowledge of convenng and the skill for implementation.
Thousands of vears have passed, and human industries are based on the individual
effort of the maker, that is based on his manual skill and his physical strength, He
mary have hared a boy 1o belp him and be his apprenstice. He may have wed some
livestock or the power of the wand o ren a mill. As for the machines that e wes,
they are of simple manufacture and installstion, and they are no more than a saw,
a hammer, a bellows, a millstone, or the common well-known tools. Until the
early eighteenth century there was ol much difference between the nations in the
field of industry. Although some counires, such as northem India and the
countries of Central Asia, were dstinguished by the akill of thear crafismen. I
fabeics were not similar 10 other fabrcs in the world, especially fine and soft
fabecs, such as Musln, which is strributed 1o Mosul, likewise, cashmerne, Shahi

and others.

lron was still extracted in the East and West i the way known since ancienl limes.
Putting the ore - which is mostly iron oxide - 5 placed in a municipal coal fuel
fumace and then blown on it with a bellows. The ore is converted into molien
aron a1 the botom of the fumace and after this hit wath a hammer o purify it This
15 how the sword of Indsa deseribed by poets was made a5 well as the shields and
spears that both the Muslims and the Franks fight with it in the Crusades until the

carly eighteenth century
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